
W H E R E  T O  W A T C H  B I R D S

This trail allows you to walk through the Vernier wetland and the peat bog while discovering 
the charm of the village and the beautiful thatched cottages. The 4,500 ha of this former 
meander of the Seine is now home to one of France’s most extensive peat bogs, recognised 
as being of international importance by the Ramsar Convention. Bordered to the north by the 
Seine and to the south by a wooded hillside, the Marais Vernier is situated on an important 
migration route along the Seine estuary and of great ornithological value. If there is flooding, 
the birds will still be there, but boots will come in handy!

  27680 Le Marais-Vernier

  Car park opposite 224 chemin du 

Roy, below rue de l’église

  5.4 km

  Picnic tables at the start

  Trail open 1st March to 30th 

September
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Guided tours 
of the Marais Vernier National Nature ReserveThe 148 ha reserve is managed by the Boucles de la Seine Normande Regional Nature Park. Camargue horses and Highland cows naturally maintain the balance of flora and fauna.  Trips for the public are organised as part of the Rendez-Vous du Parc. Schedules and reservations at: pnr-seine-normande.com 

B O U C L E S  D E  L A  S E I N E  N O R M A N D E  R E G I O N A L  N A T U R E  P A R K

Birds to watch for 
All year round
White stork, Meadow pipit, Marsh harrier, Cetti’s 
warbler, Reed bunting, Zitting cisticola.
Spring - Summer
Lesser whitethroat, Red-backed shrike, Marsh 
warbler Reed warbler, Sedge warbler, Eurasian 
curlew, Whinchat.
Autumn - Winter
Short-eared owl, Crested lapwing, Golden plover, 
Water rail, Bewick’s swan (if flooding).

Fauna
Grass snake, European mole cricket, common 
parsley frog, green tree frog, great crested newt.

Flora
Flowering rush, frogwort.

What to see nearby
La route des chaumières
The thatched cottage trail runs for 53 km from the 
Maison du Parc to the Marais Vernier, towards 
the mouth of the Seine, and showcases these 
traditional houses made from local resources of 
reeds, wood and clay.
For more info, the La route des chaumières 
brochure is available at: pnr-seine-normande.com
Panorama over the Marais-Vernier  
This viewpoint allows you to see the vastness of 
the Vernier wetland. From here, you can observe 
many species of birds through binoculars. An 
orientation table and educational panels explain 
the landscape, how the marsh was created and 
how man settled it.
Grand-Mare Observatory  
An elevated observatory with free fixed binoculars 
allows a panoramic view of the Marais Vernier 
National Nature Reserve. Owned by the 
Fédération des chasseurs de l’Eure, the tower is 
one of the best observation posts in the valley.
→ see trail no. 7 pages 18/19

Where to stay
Gîte de l’ânerie - 7 pers.
54 Le Clairval - 27680 Marais-Vernier 
gitedelanerie.fr - +33 (0)6 73 30 50 39
Gîte Sous La Garenne - 5 pers.
301 chemin de la Grande Chaussée
27210 Conteville 
+33 (0)2 32 42 12 63
souslagarenne.fr 

Where to eat
Restaurants: Marais-Vernier, Saint-Samson-de-
la-Roque, Bourneville-Sainte-Croix, Pont-Audemer

Additional info
Shops and services: 
Pont-Audemer, 
Bourneville-Sainte-Croix
Bike hire: 
211 bis chemin du Roy
27680 le Marais Vernier
211bis.fr   
+33 (0)6 68 03 39 39
+33 (0)2 32 42 88 92

 Office de Tourisme
2, place du Général de Gaulle
27500 Pont-Audemer
tourisme-pontaudemer-rislenormande.com 
+33 (0)2 32 41 08 21

 Eure Tourisme
eure-tourisme.fr 

For more  For more  
tourist infotourist info

Additional trail

Les Courtils de Bouquelon 

Private nature reserve classified as a sensitive 

natural site. 1.2 km peaty marsh discovery trail, 

open from 1st April to 31st November (boots 

required). Free admission.

courtilsdebouquelon.wordpress.com

Guided tours for groups by reservation with the 

organisation: 

courtils.de.bouquelon@gmail.com

+33 (0)2 32 42 02 37

Little owl 


